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The Cirkus (Smirkus) is Coming to The Good Hope School!

Beginning August 30, Good Hope students from Pre-K to Grade Nine will spend the first week of school  learning “circus secrets” – clowning, juggling, plate spinning, tumbling, devil sticks, diabolos (Chinese yo-yos), and tight wire skills – through a Cirkus Smirkus residency with Rick Davis.  Davis, a former circus performer, will be conducting workshops with Good Hope students all week culminating in a school-wide circus performance on Friday afternoon on The Good Hope School campus.   
Cirkus Smikus is a non-profit, award-winning international youth circus founded with a mission: to promote the skills, culture and traditions of the traveling circus and inspire youth to engage in life-changing adventures in the circus arts.  The weeklong residency will give Good Hope students a chance to immerse themselves in circus traditions and learn circus skills.
“We are not only teaching tricks but students are learning how to learn tricks,” says Davis.  “We employ eight learning strategies: try, try again, try a new way, watch, listen, step-by-step, go slow, and read.  Circus arts give children instant feedback so it is a wonderful exercise in setting and achieving goals.  Children develop persistence, concentration, and confidence and can easily measure their progress.”  

“Teaching circus arts blends perfectly with Good Hope’s focus on the arts, academics and athletics, and beautifully integrates all three disciplines.  Cirkus Smikus learning strategies support team work, build positive relationships, and translate easily to the classroom,” explains Head of School Raquel Cedano. “We are delighted for the opportunity to incorporate into our Good Hope curriculum such a creative way to teach children learning tools they can use the rest of their lives, and have such fun in the process!”    
Mr. Davis was a circus performer for 34 years with Ringling Brothers Circus, Walt Disney World, performing as well at the White House and on Broadway.  The former star of the educational television show “Felix the Cat,” Davis has toured 15 countries and authored three books.  He is the co-director of Silver Lining Circus Camp, a school residency director for Cirkus Smikus and a member of the American Youth Circus Organization.  Visit the Cirkus Smikus website at www.circussmirkus.org  for more information.    
